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Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

FILED CONCURRENTLY WITH 
REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION 

This paper respectfully requests consideration of the Information Disclosure Statement 
(IDS) that is submitted herewith. Pursuant to MPEP § 609, the IDS is filed concurrently with a 
Request for Continued Examination (RCE), and therefore prior to a first Office Action. 
Accordingly, no additional fees are believed to be due. 

The relevance of the cited documents is indicated in the Office Action of the German 
Patent Office, dated October 1 1, 2004, being submitted herewith. International Publication No. 
WO 96/18694 is the equivalent of German Patent No. DE 695 15 129 T2, cited in the German 
Office Action. German Patent No. 21 36 055 C3, cited in the German Office Action, is the 
equivalent of U.S. Patent No. 3,687,887, previously cited in Applicants' IDS filed on July 25, 
2005. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully requested that the cited documents be 
considered by the Examiner in the above-identified patent application and that the cited 
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documents be made officially of record therein. It is further requested that a listing of the same 
appear on the face of any patent which may issue from this application. 



Dated: August t^~, 2005 

SMITH, GAMBRELL & RUSSELL, LLP 

Suite 3100, Promenade II 

1230 Peachtree Street, N.E. 

Atlanta, Georgia 30309-3592 

Ph: (404) 815-3593 

Fax: (404) 685-6893 



Respectfully submitted, 




By: Robert G. Weilacher, Reg. No. 20,531 
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examiner: initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not In conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ' Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
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Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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